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Media Release 3rd July 2006 

For our final year of 

Teignbridge Touring

Blind Ditch presents

YOUR CHANCE TO FIND OUT

WHAT THE FUTURE HAS TO SAY
VANLAND

An AMAZING mobile movie fest 

featuring the work of 

young Teignbridge Film-makers

4pm  Press Opening

5.30pm Celebration Opening and Barbeque
Thursday 6th July

Kingsteignton Youth Centre, Kingsteignton
For more information contact Paula Crutchlow or Cat Radford from Blind Ditch on:

 01803 861783 or 07881 862714
With a brand new graffiti art paint job Vanland’s  multi-screen digital viewing space takes to the Devon roads for the final time this summer. This specially adapted 2 berth caravan has been described as “better than pimp my ride” by local young people, and will be un-missable as it tours over 20 different community events throughout Devon between July and September. 

A selection of last years short films have already been screened on Sky’s Propeller TV in 2005, and this years brand new programme is proving to be equally exciting viewing. 2006 screenings will include ghost stories, silent movies, mafia thrillers and sci-fi time travel all shot on location in Teignbridge by young people from Chudleigh Knighton, Dunsford, Exminster and Kingsteignton. The exhibition will also feature a special series of VANLAND forest films made in collaboration with CCANW in Haldon Forest Park.

VANLAND is an innovative digital media project aimed at giving local young people a voice through developing the skills of creative video making. Since VANLAND began in 2004 the project has worked with 13 different communities of young people across Teignbridge, facilitating thought provoking and high quality video work accessible to audiences of all ages.  

Although in its final year in this form, from 2007 onwards VANLAND will be transforming into something new for participants and audiences of all ages. The first part of this new work is a series of workshops to be held at CCANW Haldon Woods throughout July and August this year. Supported by Teignbridge Rural Regeneration Partnership the workshops are specifically aimed at exploring the relationships of older people (aged 55+) and women with the Haldon Forest environment. No previous video making experience is necessary to participate. A presentationof work and meeting to find out more will be held at CCANW on Saturday 8th July 11am women, 1.30 pm older people. 

The VANLAND young people’s project will culminate at the end of the summer with a wrap party and big screening marathon of all the films that have been made since the very beginning of the work. Look out for further details. Please contact us if you are interested in working with Blind Ditch on this or any media related project, taking up future workshops, booking the van or screening the young people’s films at your event.
To celebrate the opening of the 2006 exhibition tour Blind Ditch will be hosting a press launch 

at 4pm Thursday 6th July when actor/director Peter Ellis will ‘switch on’ this year’s films for the first time and be on hand to speak to VANLAND’s budding film talent about future career steps.

Cat Radford of Blind Ditch said: every year the young people’s films have been getting more exciting and more challenging to make. Some of the young people involved have been participating since 2004 and their video making skills and creative vision have developed to a really high standard. I think the programme of work that we are screening not only shows what a great location Teignbridge is for film-making but also what a local resource of young talent there is in the district.

VANLAND workshop participants 2005 said:

“It was a very enjoyable experience. I hope to do it again and the skills I have learned will be very useful for me for the future.” Felek Werpachowski  Workshop Participant 2006

“ Fantastic concept – Fascinating visuals – Brilliant van. Can I rent it?”

audience member, Exeter 2005

“Van Landz well cool! “

Audience member aged 13, Newton Abbot 

Councillor David Weekes, Teignbridge Executive Spokesperson for Community Services said: "This is one of the most innovative and exciting arts projects with which Teignbridge has had the privilege to be involved. We are very impressed with the dedication and commitment demonstrated by project staff, and the obvious benefits and valuable experiences the project is providing to participants. Teignbridge is a large rural district and phrases such as rural exclusion aren't uncommon. We aim to tackle social and economic deprivation and isolation, and the Vanland project provides a platform to local young people to express their views, thoughts and feelings regarding their experience of life in a rural district. It is hugely informative for us as a result..."
Check out last years work on the website www.vanland.org. Media interviews available with participants on request. 

 Ends

Notes for Editors:

1. Photographs and images: high resolution digital images of Blind Ditch, the multiscreen caravan and the young people working on location are available by email and on CD. Short clips of the young people’s films are available for broadcast please contact Blind Ditch for more details.

2. The VANLAND caravan exhibition 2006 tour includes: 
8th  July  

CCANW, Haldon Forest Park

9th July 

Chudleigh Knighton Summer Fayre, 

14th July

Exminster School Fete

21st –23rd July 
Air Fusion, Newton Abbot

27th- 30th July
Maker Sunshine Festival, Torpoint, Plymouth

5th August

Totnes Young People’s Festival

12th August

Manaton Show and Fair

13th  August

The Big Picnic, Haldon Forest Park

16th August

Dawlish Carnival

17th August

Chagford Show

19th August

Christow Show

28th August

Lustleigh Show

16th & 17th Sept
 9 Days of Art, Organic Arts, West Town Farm, Ide

19th September
Manhatton Short Film Festival, Exeter Phoenix 

3.  Blind Ditch is a Devon based collective of European artists practising across the fields of devised theatre, video, visual art and new media. Shifting between local and global landscapes in a dynamic process of negotiation, we make work that is both inspired by and rooted in the politics of our daily lives. Blind Ditch have been collaborating in different constellations since 2000. Between 2002 and 2004 we were theatre company in residence at Dartington College of Arts, Devon. Our group membership is cross discipline, which makes the form of our work responsive to the ideas we want to express and the drive of the lead artists. Consequently since 2000 our funded work has included 3 studio theatre pieces, Land Marked, Wishes for a Better Future and Who Wants to be a Hero Now? Eudaimonia (trans. happiness) a performed installation with text and tone recognition software, The Travelling Guest Book - an audio book guide to the South Hams. Our latest  installation version of Who Wants to be a Hero  Now?  recently featured as part of Exeter  tEXt Festival May 2006. (see www.blindditch.org for more details).
3. VANLAND is produced in partnership with Teignbridge District Council and Coombeshead College with support from the HEFCE/DTI Business Fellow, Dartington College of Arts and the Centre for Creative Enterprise & Participation at Dartington College.

4. VANLAND is financially supported by the European Agriculture Guidance and Guarantee Fund of the EU, the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, Arts Council England – Lottery Fund, Teignbridge Rural Regeneration Partnership and Teignbridge District Council. With special thanks to Dornafield Caravan Park.
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